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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday 8 August 2012
For immediate release
Pulling Focus Ltd for the Tabard Theatre presents
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Tuesday 4 September – Sunday 30 September

Directed by Madeleine Loftin, Designed by Chris Hone, 
Choreography by Steve Elias, Musical Direction by Andre Refig
Starring Toby Eddington, Emily Shaw, Malcolm Freeman, 
Mark White, Michael McEvoy and Julie Rose Smith

The Tabard Theatre presents the 40th anniversary production of Jumpers, Tom Stoppard’s deliciously insightful comedy. 

An acrobat has been murdered at a party given by the manically depressive former musical comedy star, Dotty Moore, to celebrate the accession of a new Radical Liberal government. Her husband George, an ageing professor of moral philosophy, attempts to rehearse a lecture while ignoring the nearby corpse as his wife entertains his university boss and a chorus of gymnasts from the philosophy department. What follows is a murder mystery thriller displaying Tom Stoppard's verbal ingenuity within an anarchic comical setting of adultery, gymnastics and moon landings. 

Tom Stoppard is one of the most internationally performed dramatists of his generation with his plays Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, The Real Thing and Arcadia. He also won an Academy Award for Best Screenplay for his co-authorship of the film, Shakespeare in Love.

The play was first performed by the National Theatre Company at the Old Vic Theatre, London on 2 February 1972 with Michael Hordern and Diana Rigg in the leading roles of George and Dorothy. It was then subsequently revised in 1985 with a production starring Paul Eddington and Felicity Kendal. 
Last seen in London at the National Theatre nearly ten years ago, this new in-house production stars Emily Shaw as Dotty who has most recently covered and played the role of Miss Honey in the record breaking RSC production of Matilda at the Cambridge Theatre. It also stars acclaimed Shakespearean actor Toby Eddington as George with also Mark White (Ghost The Musical), Michael McEvoy, Malcolm Freeman and Julie Rose Smith.  It is directed by acclaimed West End Choreographer Madeleine Loftin and designed by Chris Hone.

Profound and playful, Jumpers is a classic Tom Stoppard farce and celebrates its 40th anniversary at the Tabard Theatre. 
Notes to Editors:
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Toby Eddington as George

Toby Eddington comes from a background of solid classical theatre. He has frequently toured this country and Europe in roles such as Malvolio in Twelfth Night, The King of France in All’s Well That Ends Well, Jacques in As You Like it, Oberon/Theseus in Midsummer Night Dream, Old Capulet in Romeo and Juliet, Gayev in The Cherry Orchard, Trigorin in The Seagull and Sir Robert Chiltern in An Ideal Husband (English Theatre of Hamburg). Toby’s career also spans radio and television and he can shortly be seen in the forthcoming film ‘How Not To’.
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Emily Shaw as Dotty

Emily trained at Laine Theatre Arts. Most recently she covered and played the role of Miss Honey in the record breaking RSC production of Matilda at the Cambridge Theatre, London. Previous credits include Hello Dolly at Regents Park Open air Theatre, The UK tour of Mary Poppins- covered and played Mary Poppins, Beauty and the Beast- covered and played Belle and the UK tour of Thoroughly Modern Millie-covered and played Miss Dorothy. 
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Malcolm Freeman as Archie

Malcolm can be seen in the forthcoming feature SECONDSON, other films include DOGGING: A LOVE STORY and THE SHOUTING MEN. TV credits include PRIME SUSPECT and EASTENDERS. In the theatre he has worked with the RSC, in rep, and toured extensively at home and abroad. A dialect coach and prolific voice over artist, he won a Silver Medal at the 2004 Spoken Word Awards for the audiobook THE EDGE. He trained at The Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, The Lecoq Mime School in Paris, and with Jack Waltzer in New York, having read English Language and Literature at Leeds University.
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Mark White as Bones
Theatre credits include: Hospital Ghost in Ghost The Musical (Piccadilly Theatre) Bob Ewell in To Kill A Mocking Bird (York Theatre Royal) Thernadier in  Les Miserables (Palace Theatre) The Dentist in Little Shop of Horrors, (Watermill Newbury)
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Michael McEvoy

Theatre credits include: Rupert Murdoch in The New Prime Minister (Cochrane Theatre), Various roles in Beckett and the Philosophers (The Godot Company) Colonel Melkett in Black Comedy (Pilot Light), Dilwyn Knox in Breaking the Code (Antares B Productions) and James Burbage in Shakespeare in Shoreditch (Hackney Empire)
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Julie Rose Smith
Julie trained at the Guildford School of Acting, graduating with a BA (Hons) in Musical Theatre. Her theatre credits include: Sylvia in THE WOLVES OF WILLOUGHBY CHASE (Forest Forge Theatre Company), Sara Crew in A LITTLE PRINCESS (National tour), Sissy in COME BACK TO THE 5 & DIME JIMMY DEAN  JIMMY DEAN (Gatehouse), Viola in TWELFTH NIGHT (Guildford Shakespeare Company), First Fairy & Starveling in A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (Guildford Shakespeare Company), Hero & 3rd Watchman in MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING, Lucy in CORAL (Nuffield Theatre).
Listings information:


Cast List:


Toby Eddington, Emily Shaw, Malcolm Freeman, 

Mark White, Michael McEvoy and Julie Rose Smith.

Production Team

Director:
 

Madeleine Loftin
Designer:


Chris Hone
Choreography:

Steve Elias
Musical Direction: 

Andre Refig
PRESS NIGHT: Thursday 6 September @ 7:30pm

Jumpers plays at The Tabard Theatre 
Tuesday 4 September – Sunday 30 September. 
Tuesday – Saturday @ 7:30 pm.  
Saturday @ 4pm
Sunday @ 2:30pm
No performances on Mondays. 

Tickets are priced £18 (£16 concessions, £14 students and children)
Book online at www.tabardtheatre.co.uk or 0208 995 6035
Tabard Theatre, 2 Bath Road, London W4 1LW

Tube: Turnham Green (Next door to theatre). Buses: 27, 94, 267, 337, 391, E3, H91

For further information please contact Simon Reilly on 020 8995 6035 or info@tabardtheatre.co.uk
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